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) . . Scott L. Philli
fi.@_;’ Forestry Commission bt
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appress: P.O. Box 21707 « Columbia SC 29221 - prone: (803) 896-8800 - rax: (803) 798-8097 - WEBSITE: www.trees.sc.gov

July 24, 2024

The Honorable Travis A. Moore, Chairman

Economic Development, Transportation, and Natural Resources Subcommittee of Legislative
Oversight Committee

P.O.Box 11867

Columbia, SC 29211

Dear Mr. Moore,

This letter is follow-up on several questions that arose during the SC Forestry Commission’s
testimony before the Legislative Oversight Subcammittee. Our response is below, and
attachments are included.

1. According to testimony on Feb 1, 2024, Forestry received 332,000 burn notifications in
2023. A Member asked how that number compared to the previous 5 years and what would
explain any fluctuations in the numbers. Please provide a graph/chart comparing the 2023
number to the previous 5 years and an explanation for fluctuation in the numbers, if any.

- Debris burn notifications occur year-round, with spikes in activity normally seen in the fall
and spring as homeowners clean up their yards. Other debris burns that occur throughout
the year include those ignited to dispose of piles created during land-clearing (clearing
wooded areas for development), piled debris burns, and burns to remove piles from
powerline right of way maintenance. Fluctuations in the number of notifications for these
burns occur due to weather conditions during the fall and spring, fire danger messages
provided during the notification process, and restrictions on burning implemented by the
SCFC or county outdoor burning ordinances. At the county level the SCFC evaluates the fire
danger message daily that burners hear when they make debris burn notifications and
change the message as needed based on fuel and weather conditions. Managing the fire
danger message that is presented during the notification process alerts those planning a
debris burn to elevated fire potential, and many burners choose to postpone their burns
until conditions improve.

The link to the 5-year trend in burn notifications is attached to the email.

2. With respect to county advisory boards, how many positions are currently vacant in each
county?

The term of a County Forestry Board member is five years. After the board member’s term
expires, they continue to hold office until a successor is appointed. Current vacancies on
the county advisory boards can be found in the attachment to the email.
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The mission of the South Carolina Forestry Commission is to protect, promote, enhance and nurture

the forestlands of South Caralina in a manner consistent with achieving the greatest good for its citizens.



3. How many acres of forestland does DNR lease from Forestry? Please provide a copy of the
lease agreemaeant.

Contract Acres
Oak Lea,

Poe Creek,

PFC,

Tuomey 7,638
Wee Tee 12,448
Sand Hills 47,174
Manchester 23,135
TOTAL 90,296

The lease agreements are attached to the email.
. Why doesn’t SC have a uniform fire reporting system?

The Forestry Commission adheres 1o fire reporting standards set by the Natlonal Wildfire
Coordinating Group (NWCG). Our fire reporis require much different information than that
required In those submitted by structural fire departments, including data related to fuel
type, fira behavior, rate of spread, weather conditions, control strategles, incident
complexity, and other information.

Wa follow the NWCG standard to altow our wildfire data to be consolidated at a regional

and national levet, and that data informs funding levels we receive from the USDA Forest
Service.

Structural fire departments report their incidents to the US Fire Administration {(an agency
within FEMA} through the National Fire Incident Reporting System (NFIRS). The reporting
requirements are much different than those for wildfires and make it difficult to rectify fire
occurrence betwsen the two systems.

Nationally, there has been an effort to modarnize fire reporting so the data can all be
cansolidated, and NFIRS will soon be replaced with a data reporting framework that
Interfaces directly with the national wildfire reporting system.

- The mission of the South Caroling Forestry Commission is Lo proteet, promote, enhance and nurture

the forestiands of South Cavoling in 4 manner consistent with achicving the greatest pood for its citizens,




5. With respect to frontline firefighters, of the 152 FTEs, how many are currently in trainee
status?

As of today, we have 160 total Forest Technician | FTEs. We currently have 6 vacancies (154
filled), and of those, 23 are currently in trainee status.

Please let me know if | can provide any additional information.

Sincerely,

Lﬁ\kﬂs C “Q‘N(L\Q& A

Cathy C. Nordeen
Director of Administration

CC: Roland Franklin

The mission of the South Carolind Forestry Commission s ta protect, promote, enhance and nurture

the forestlands of South Caroling in a manner consistent with achieving the greatest go d for its citizens.
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Number Board Pgsitions

# COUNTY
Total Fitled Vacant | Explred*
1 ABBEVILLE 5 5 0 5
2 AIKEN 5 3 2 3
3 Allendale 5 a 5 0
4 ANDERSON 5 5 ] 1
5 BAMBERG 5 2 3 2
6 BARNWELL 5 1 4 1
7 BEAUFORT 5 2 3 2
8 BERKELEY 5 2 3 2
9 CALHOUN 5 3 2 3
10 CHARLESTCON 5 5 0 1
11 CHEROKEE 5 2 3 2
12 CHESTER 5 3 2 3
13 CHESTERFIELD 5 1 4 1
14 CLARENDON 5 2 3 2
15 COLLETON 5 2 3 2
16 DARLINGTON 5 2 3 2
17 DILLON 5 4 1 4
18 DORCHESTER 5 4 1 4
19 EDGEFIELD 5 4 1 4
20 FAIRFIELD 5 2 3 2
21 FLORENCE 5 5 0 0
22 Georgetown 5 5 0 b
23 Greenville 5 5 0 1
24 Greenwood 5 5 0 5
25 Hampton 5 il 4 1
26 Horry 5 5 0 1
27  |lasper 5 3 2 2
28 Kershaw 5 2 3 2
29 Lancaster <] 5 0 4
30 Laurens a 3 2 3
31 Lee 5 2 3 2
32 Lexington ** 3] 3] 0 4
33 Marion 5 4 1 3
34 Marlbero 5 4 1 4
35 McCormick 5 2 3 2
36 Newberry 5 4 1 4
37 Oconee 5 5 0 4
38 Orangeburg 5 4 1 4
38 Pickens b 3 2 3
AD Richiand 5 4 1 4
41 Saluda 5 3 2 3
42 Spartanburg 5 5 0 0
43 Sumter 5 4 1 4
44 Unicn 5 3 2 3
45 Willlamburg 5 3 2 3
46 Yorlk 5 2 3 2
8

Totals

231

151

[~

118

* The number of expired positions is also included in the filled positions column.

Each member holds office until successor is appointed.

**|exington currently has six board members, but thete should only be five, A
naw board member was appolnted, but not sure who the new board member is

replacing.
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~ STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) | .

i _ . { ’ ) Wildlife -Managemén’t Area Lease
COUNTY OF Richland ) (All hunting, fishing, and trapping rights)

This Lease is made and entered into this Zé day of _A l.u-\ut.:;‘l' b (= b (the
“Effective Date”) between and by the South Carolina Forestrv Coﬁ‘ﬁms?on, hereinafter called
the “Lessor”, and the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources, an agency of the State of
‘Soutln Carolina, heremafter called the “Lessee.”

WHEREAS the Lessee is authorized by S.C. Code Ann. §§ 50-3-100 and 50-11-2200
(197to & Supp. 2015) to lease land for the purpose of establishing public hunting aress for the
| protection, managing, and propagating of fish and game and furnishing the people of South
Carolina with huntmg and ﬁshmg opportunities;

i WHEREAS, this Lease is exempt from review and approval under S.C. Code Ann.

;Sé:ctmns 1-11-55 & -65 (1976 & Supp. 2015) and Reg 19-445-.1000 pursuant to the “game

‘% land’| exemption approved by the Budget and Control Board on October 22,1985,

|

i NOW, ‘THEREFORE, in cons1deranon of the covenants and | pronmses contamed herein

'and gubject to the terms and conditions set forth below Lessor does grant, demise, lease, and let
to the Lessee all hunting, fishing, and trapping rights on that property described as Oak Lea

. WMA in Clarendon County. Poe Creek Tract in Pickens County, Piedmont Forestry Center tract

: ' in Oconee County, and Tuomez Tract of Manchester State Forest in Sumter County and

- containing 7,538 acres, more or less, lying in or being a part of the property of the Lessor

' (herginafter referred to as “the WMA Lands™).

 THE LESSEE AGREES:

; 1. To providé protecuon for wildlife through the enforcement of the wildlife laws, rules
| and egulatmns of South Carolma

; 2. To demarcate the bou.ndary of the area subject to this Lease with signs 6f s'ui'taple
. matgrial setting forth the intent and use of the area.

3; 3 To manage the area for wildlife by the appllcatlon of scientific techniques that are
s‘ comf)atlble with good land use and consistent with the funds, personnel, and other facilities
' available for such use. : :

!
l 4. To reoogmze the primary use of the land by the Lessor and to apply only those
techmques that are compauble vnth that primary use.

i 5. To asmst the Lessor w1th the protectlon of the property agamst uncontrolled ﬁre(s) and
| 'agamst trespass.

| WMH Lease
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6. To formulafe and adrmmster a program of controlled pubhc huntlng based on .

, %sqien 1ﬁc prmcxples of harvest and mldhfe management

7 To pay the Lessor prov1ded that such funds dre avallable '/3 ‘the dlfference between

L [“Aluual WMA Payment”) l"hc Annual WMA Payment shall be calculated by the followmg
fofxmla S
_6—_5% ofﬁmdsrecelved o ‘ PO A
© *from|WMA permit sale f L acresmWMA. . Annual Paymentto
geofprivate - X . Program covered _%5,1 Lessor s
inWMAProgram ) bythlsLeaSe S L R

8 To make a ﬁnanmal statement to the Lessor by March 15t}1 of each year, statmg the
¢ from the sale of Wlldhfe Management Arca Penmts and hstmg the Amlual WMA

.'F-

NS :'. 9 Tc make thc A!mual WMA Payment 10 Lessor by August 315t of‘ each year - B

atntained only to-standards required for such use. Lessor makes ng. répresentations as 1o,

"T'I-iE Lsssos AGREES

2 ThlS Leasc authonzes the Lessee to identify and publlcly demgnate the WMA Lands
ontrolled publlc aceéss and huriting undér the ekclusive control of Lessee and as provlded
1 S.C. Code Ann. § 50- 11-2200 chs 123»40 & -200 and such other lmutatmns as may be
ssecl by Lessee i . _ o

3 ”I‘he Lessee may unprove w11dl1fe hab1tat by thc clearmg and plantmg of wﬂdhfe
nngs and exlstmg cleared nghts-of-ways cons1stent Mth the pnmary use.. -

4 The Lessse may establish séasons, bag llmlts snd method of huntmg and takmg

surplus mldllfe populatlons for the beneﬁt of the pubhc

5 To permit pubhc entry upon ‘said, lands for huntmg purpqses on any and

I3 ‘all'eﬂays that may be desxgnated by the Lessee as open 10 huntmg

6 To refrmn ﬁom any acnvlty that would const;tute “baltmg" undsr televant laws fe

ALease

i pro-rata share (all WMA: recelpts less fixed paymerits) and 65% of the. pro-rita share (ths R

10 The WMA Lands have hlstouca.lly been used for agncultural and/or forsstry purposes

] 1 “The Lessee shall have the nght of mgress and egress upsn the WMA Lands at any and o
: all ttmes for the protec‘tlon and propagatmn of w11d11fe e , g



I 7 Lessor wnll provxde reasonable advance nohce to Lessee of any actmues planped
£ upon the WMA Lands whmh uught mterfere wnh the exercns‘e of nghts under this Lease

oL 7. , This Lease does not alter general authonues rslated to w1ld]1fe management na‘tural o
vt »resources, and law enforcement which Les%e or the State of South Carolma, and 1ts agencles, R
e f'may nthervwse havc as a matter of law : L ’

e I_T_IS MUTUALLY AGREED

N Th:s Lease shall become effeenveﬁ ™ of thh Effectwe Date and shall rcmam in force for": RS
e pemd of three (3) years thereaﬁer Tl N ST e
e e s the. ;?r'",
.7 |othier prxor to June lst of each year, w:th t@munauon oftlns Lease becoxmng e&‘ectxve on June
lst R I PRI
T 3 Upon tennmatmnfof t}us Lease Lessee sh:all have the nght 0 remove any and all
. bulldmgs, apparams, and matenals supphed by Lessee in futﬂlerance éf thls Lease

2 'Ihs Lease thay. be trrmmated by e;thcr pmty upon twu months' Wntten niotive

..‘: -

RS N 'I‘hls Lease may be amended upon wntten agreemcnt of the parues, and amendments
B ;shal] become effecuve as soon as signed by both parues R .

o 5. Lessor wﬂl notify Lessee by Apnl 1 of each year of acrme Lessor is removmg from ] ISR
s the WMA Lands or additional acreéige which the Lessee agrecs 10 include in the WMA: Lands SR

o The creage shown ifi each year's revised. Appendlx A w111 be used as 8 bams for makmg
e -'1'_),aynTent to Lessor for the ensumg l2~month penod; o :;,,_ SRR A

S R INWITNESS WHERBOF theparucsheretohave executedthlsmstmmentasoftheday R
e amdq'earﬂrstabovewntten e S o R . :
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'f_“Tlﬂe- State Forester

7 .',"';'Admss Po Box 21707

| Colurnbra, SC 29221 -
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'STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) o g
o 4 _ ) Wildlife Management Area Lease
'COUNTY OF Lichland ) * (All hunting, fishing, and trapping rights)

' This Lease is made and entered into this / é, - day of- Ao u,m( 2022 (the
“Eﬁ'echve Date”) between and by the South Carolina Forestry Cominission, hereinafter called

* 'the “Lessor”; and the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources an agency of the State of
‘South Carolina, hereinafter called the “Lessee.” .

t WHEREAS the Lessee is authonzed by S.C. ‘Code Ann. §§ 50-3- 100 and 50- 11-2200
(197&) & Supp 2015) to lease land for the purpose of establishing publxc hunting areas for the

i protecuon managing, and pmpa.gatmg of fish and game and furmshmg the people of South
Caro ina with huntmg and ﬁshmg opportumtles

L

PRES WHEREAS ‘this LeaSe is exempt from review and approval under S, C Codé Ann

' Sections 1-11-55 & -65 (1976 & Supp. 2015) and Reg, 19-445-,1000 pursuant to the “game
1 land’ exemptlon approved by the Budget and Conttol Board on October 22, 1985

=l | NOW, THEREFORE in consideration of the covenants and prormses contamed herein
land subject to the terms and conditions set forth below, Lessor does grant, demise, lease, and let
1o the Lessee all huriting, fishing, and trapping rights on that property described as Wee Tee State
Forest in Williamsburg and Georgetown Counties and containing 12,449 acres, miore or less,
lying i m or being a part of the property of the Lessor. (heremaﬁer referred to as “the WMA
Land s’

THE LESSEE AGREES:

1. To provide protecuon for wildlife through the enforcement of the mldhfc laws, rules,
" and regulattons of South Carolina.

|
! 2. To demarcate the bouridary of the area subject to this Lease w1th signs of smtable

matenal setting forth the intent and use of the area.

j 3. To manage the area for wildlife by the application of scientific techmques that are
compatible with good land use and consistent with the funds personnel and other facilities
ava1]able for such use. 20

4. To recognize the primary use of the land by the Lessor and to apply only those
- techpiques that are compatible with that prunary use.

iy 5. Toassist the Lessor Vnth the protectlon of the property agamst uncontrolled fire(s) and
against tréspass.

| 6. To formulate and administer a program of controlled public hunting based on

WMA Lease




scientific principles of harvest and wildlife management,

. 7. To pay the Lessor, provided that such funds are available, % the per acre payment
based on the pro-rata share of all funds received each year from the sale of Wildlife
Management Area Permits.

- 8. To make a financial statement to the Lessor by March 15th of each year, stating the
incothe from the sale of Wildlife Management Area Permits and listing the Annual WMA
Payment due Lessor,

- 9. To make the Annual WMA Payment to Lessor by August 31st of each year.

. 10. The WMA Lands bave historically been used for agricultural and/or forestry purposes
and aintained only to standards required for such use. Lessor makes no representations as to
the present or future condition or uses of the WMA Lands or the nature or condition of, or traffic
on, any roads or trails.

THE LESSOR AGREES:

1, The Lessee shall have the right of ingress and egress upon the WMA Lands at any and
all times for the protection and propagation of wildlife.

: 2. This Lease authorizes the Lessee to identify and publicly designate the WMA Lands
for controlled public access and hunting under the exclusive control of Lessee and as provided
under 8.C. Code Ann. § 50-11-2200, Regs. 123-40 & -200, and such other limitations as may be
impased by Lessee.

. 3. The Lessee may improve wildlife babitat by the clearing and planting of wildlife
openings and existing cleared rights-of-ways consistent with the primary use.

4. The Lessee may establish seasons, bag limits, and method of hunting and taking
surplus wildlife populations for the benefit of the public.

5. To permit public entry upon said lands for hunting purposes on any and
alf days that may be designated by the Lessee as open to hunting.

6. To refrain from any activity that would constitute "baiting" under relevant laws,

. 7. Lessor will provide reasonable advance notice to Lesses of any activities planned
upon| the WMA Lands which might interfere with the exercise of rights under this Lease,

. 7. This Lease does not alter general authorities related to wildlife management, natural

resoyrees, and law enforcement which Lessee or the State of South Carolina, and its agencies,
may otherwise have as a matter of law.

WM& Lease



IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED:

1. This Lease shall become effective as of the Effective Date and shall remain in force for
a period of three (3) years thereafter.

2. This Lease may be terminated by either party upon two months' written notice to the
other prior to June 1st of each year, with termination of this Lease becoming effective on June
1st.

3. Upon termination of this Lease, Lessee shall have the right to remove any and all
buildings, apparatus, and materials supplied by Lessee in furtherance of this Lease.

4. This Lease may be amended upon written agreement of the parties, and amendments
shall become effective as soon as signed by both parties.

5. Lessor will notify Lessee by April 1 of each year of acreage Lessor is removing from
the WMA Lands or additional acreage which the Lessee agrees to include in the WMA Lands.

- IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this instrument as of the day
and year first above written.
|

Atte$t:

_QJAI" _p;.a;ﬁéb#/ Lessor: South Carolina Forestry Commission
i .

Title: State Forester

Address: PO Box 21707

Columbia, SC 29221

Aftest:

S0 Ftln él _ Lessee: South Carolina Department
Wes
By~

Deputy Dir%rm)r wildlife

and Freshwater Fisheries

WMALease



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

) Wildlife Management Area Lease

COUNTY OF Richland ) . (All hunting, fishing, and trapping rights)

“Effe
‘the “J

Lo R '
This Lease is-made and entered into this /& ~ day of _ A . wcn,i 2022  (the

ctive Date”) between and by the South Carolina Forestry Cormission, hereinafter called
Lessor”, and the South Carolina Department of Natural Resouroes an agency of the State of

South Carolma., heremaﬂer called the “Lessee.”

f(1 97¢
prote
|Carol
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WHEREAS, the Lessee is authorized by $.C. Code Ann. §§ 50-3-100 and 50-11-2200
» & Supp. 2015) to lease land for the purpose of establishing public huntmg areas for the
btlon managing, and propagating of fish and game and furmshmg the people of South
ina with huntlng and fishing opportumtles'

“'WHEREAS, this Lease is exempt from review a.nd approval under §. C Code Ann,
ons 1-11-55 & -65 (1976 & Supp. 2015) and Reg. 19-445-.1000 pursuant to the “game
exemptlon approved by the Budget and Control Board on October 22,1985.

NOW THEREFORE in ‘consideration of the covenants and proxmses contamed herem
ubject to the terms and conditions set forth below, Lessor does grant, demise, lease, and let
Lessee all hiinting, fishing, and trapping nghts on that property described as The Sand
State Forest in Chesterfield and Darlington Counties and Cassatt State Forest in Kershaw

Couﬁ_t_‘g_and containing 47,174 acres, more or less, lymg in or being a part of the propetty of the

br. (hereinafter reférred to as “the WMA Lands™).

LESSEE AGREES:

1.To prowde protéction for wildlife through the enforcement of the wildlife laws rules,
egulations of South Carolma :

+2, T6 demarcate the boundmy of the area subject to this Leasé with signs of suitable

natgrial setting forth the mtent and use of the area.

com
avai
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3. To manage the area a for wildlife by the appllcatloh of scientific fee'l:lmqﬁes'that"are
batible with good land use and consisterit with the funds, personnel, and other fac1htles
able for such use.

4. To recognize the pnmary use of the la.nd by the Lessor and to apply only those

techhiques that are compatlble with that primary use.

5. To a551st the Lessor with the protection of the property againist uncontrolled ﬁre(s) a:nd

against u'espass

6. To formulate and administer a program of controlled pubhc hunting based on

A Lease.




scientific principles of harvest and wildlife management.

- 7. To pay the Lesso, provided that such funds are available, 2.5% of all furids received
each year from the sale of Wildlife Management Area Permits,

8. To make a financial statement to the Lessor by March 15th of each year, stating the
income from the sale of Wildlife Management Area Permits and listing the Annual WMA
Payment due Lessor.

9. To make the Annual WMA Payment to Lessor by August 31st of each year.

- 10. The WMA Lauds have historically been used for agricultural and/or forestry purposes
and mamtamed only to standards required for such use. Lessor makes no representations as to
the present or future condition or uses of the WMA Lands or the nature or condition of, or traffic
of, any roads or trails.

THE LESSOR AGREES:

: 1. The Lessee shall have the nght of ingress and egress upon the WMA Lands at any and
all times for the protection and propagation of wildlife.

. 2. This Lease authorizes the Lessee to identify and publicly designate the WMA Lands
for controlled public access and hunting under the exclusive control of Lessee and as provided
undef 5.C. Code Ann. § 50-11-2200, Regs. 123-40 & -200, and such other limitations as may be
imposed by Lessee.

3. The Lessee may improve wildlife habitat by the clearing and planting of wildlife
openjngs and existing cleared rights-of-ways consistent with the primary use.

4. 'The Lessee may establish seasons, bag limits, and method of hunting and taking
surplihs wildlife populations for the benefit of the public.

5. To permit public entry upon sald lands for hunting purposes on any and
all ddys that may be designated by the Lessee as open to hunting.

- 6. To refrain from any activity that would constitute "baiting” under relevant laws.

| 7. Lessor will provide reasonable advance notice to Lessee of any activities planned
upoq the WMA Lands which might interfere with the exercise of rights under this Lease.

1 7. This Lease does not alter general authorities related to wildlife management, natural
resources, and law enforcerment which Lessee or the State of South Carolina, and its agencies,
may otherwise have as a matter of law.

IT 1§ MUTUALLY AGREED:

WMA Lease




| 1. This Lease shall become effective as of the Effective Date and shall remain in force for
a period of three (3) years thereafter.

2. This Lease may be terminated by either party upon two months' written notice to the
other prior to June st of each year, with termination of this Lease becoming effective on June
Ist.

3. Upon termination of this Lease, Lessee shall have the right to remove any and all
buildings, apparatus, and materials supplied by Lessee in furtherance of this Lease.

4. This Lease may be amended upon written agreement of the parties, and amendments
shall become effective as soon as signed by both parties.

5. Lessor will notify Lessee by April 1 of each year of acreage Lessor is removing from
WMA Lands or additional acreage which the Lessee agrees to include in the WMA Lands.

1 IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, the parties hereto have executed this instrument as of the day
and year first above written.

9«%’ ﬁ»«jéw" Lessor: South Carolina Forestry Commission
| o
By: \Jﬁ*ﬂ £, (/zu”:p»

Title: State Forester

Columbia, SC 29221

Attest: _

M“"' 2 i—/w@,k_, ﬁL ) Lessee: South Carolma Department
o Ay

and Freshwater Fisheries

WMA Lease



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

- ) Wildlife Management Area Lease
COUNTY OF _/Sic /i und. ) (All hunting, fishing, and trapping rights)

This Lease is made and entered into this /éfé day of Auug,# Q022 (the
“Effective Date”) between and by the South Carolina Forestry Commission, hereinafter called
the “Lessor”, and the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources, an agency of the State of
South Carolina, hereinafter called the “Lessee.”

WHEREAS, the Lessee is authorized by S.C. Code Ann. §§ 50-3-100 and 50-11-2200
(1976 & Supp. 2015) to lease land for the purpose of establishing public hunting areas for the

protection, managing, and propagating of fish and game and furnishing the people of South
Carolina with hunting and fishing opportunities;

WHEREAS, this Lease is exempt from review and approval under S.C. Code Ann.
Sections 1-11-55 & -65 (1976 & Supp. 2015) and Reg. 19-445-.1000 pursuant to the “game
land” exemption approved by the Budget and Control Board on October 22, 1985.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the covenants and promises contained herein
and subject to the terms and conditions set forth below, Lessor does grant, demise, lease, and let
to the Lessee all hunting, fishing, and trapping rights on that property described as Manchester
State Forest in Sumter County and containing 23,135 acres, more or less, lying in or being a part

of the property of the Lessor in Sumter County, South Carolina (hereinafier referred to as “the
WMA Lands™).

THE LESSEE AGREES:

1. To provide protection for wildlife through the enforcement of the wildlife laws, rules,
and regulations of South Carolina.

2. To demarcate the boundary of the area subject to this Lease with signs of suitable
material setting forth the intent and use of the area.

3. To manage the area for wildlife by the application of scientific techniques that are
compatible with good land use and consistent with the funds, personnel, and other facilities
available for such use.

4. To recognize the primary use of the land by the Lessor and to apply only those
techniques that are compatible with that primary use.

5. To assist the Lessor with the protection of the property against uncontrolled fire(s) and
against trespass.

6. To formulate and administer a program of controlled public hunting based on

WMA Lease



scienfific ptinciples of harvest and wildlife management.

7. To pay the Lessor, provided that such funds are available, Y the difference between
the full pro-rata share (all WMA receipts less fixed payments) and 65% of the pro-rata share (the
“m:rmal WMA Paytnent”). The Annual WMA Payment shall be calculated by the following
fo :

[(Total WMA Reeeipts - Fixed Costs) - (0.65 x Total WMA Receipts)] /2

8. To maake a financial statement to the Lessor by March 15th of each year, stating the
incorpe from the sale of Wildlife Management Area Permits and listing the Annual WMA
Payment due Lessor.

' 9. To make the Annual WMA Payment to Lessor by August 31st of each year.

+ 10, The WMA Lands have historically been used for agricultural and/or forestry purposes
and mamtamed only to stanidards required for such use. Lessor makes no representations as to

the present or future condition or uses of the WMA Lands or the nature or condition of; or traffic
on, any roads or trails,

THE LESSOR AGREES:

1. The Lessee shall have the right of ingress and egress upon the WMA Lands at any and
all txfnes for the protection and propagation of wildlife.

2. This Leass authorizes the Lessee to identify and publicly designate the WMA Lands
for controlled public access and hunting under the exclusive control of Lessee and as provided

undér 8.C. Code Ann. § 50-11-2200, Regs. 123-40 & -200, and such other limitations as may be
impgsed by Lessee.

' 3. The Lessee may improve wildlife habitat by the clearing and planting of wildlife
Qpelitings and existing cleared rights-of-ways consistent with the primary use.

. 4. The Lessee may establish seasons, bag limits, and method of hunting and taking
surplus wildlife populations for the benefit of the public.

5. To permit public entry upon said lands for hunting purpeses on any and
all days that may be designated by the Lessee as open to hunting.

6. To refrain from any activity that would constitute "baiting” under relevant laws,

7. Lessor will provide reasonable advance notice to Lessee of any activities planned
uporl the WMA Lands which might interfere with the exercise of rights under this Lease.

. 7. This Lease does not alter general authorities related to wildlife management, natural
resgurces, and law enforcement which Lessce or the State of South Caroling, and its agencies,

WMA Lease



may otherwise have as a matter of law.
|
IT IS MUTUALLY AGREED:

1. This Lease shall become effective as of the Effective Date and shall remain in force for
a period of three (3) years thereafter.

2. This Lease may be terminated by either party upon two months' written notice to the
other prior to June 1st of each year, with termination of this Lease becoming effective on June
Ist.

j 3. Upon termination of this Lease, Lessee shall have the right to remove any and all
bulldmgs apparatus, and materials supplied by Lessee in furtherance of this Lease.

4. This Lease may be amended upon written agreement of the parties, and amendments
shall become effective as soon as signed by both parties.

5. Lessor will notify Lessee by April | of each year of acreage Lessor is removing from
the WMA Lands or additional acreage which the Lessee agrees to include in the WMA Lands.
The acreage shown in each year's revised Appendix A will be used as a basis for making
payment to Lessor for the ensuing 12-month period.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this instrument as of the day
and year first above written.
|

Attest:

, g5~ i plire— Lessor: South Carolina Forestry Commission
2 -
| b 2 L

Title: State Forester

Address: PO Box 21707

Columbia, SC 29221




